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In order to constitute extortion, the taking must take place under color of office—that is, under the pretense that the officer is 
entitled to the fee by virtue of his or her office.! This requires that the service rendered must be apparently, or pretended to be, 


within official power or authority, and the money must be taken in such apparent or claimed authority.” An officer cannot be 


charged and convicted of an act which is entirely outside the scope of his or her legal duties.” 


If a person, who happens to be a public officer, renders a service for another and demands payment in a private capacity, such 


person cannot be guilty of extortion since the demand was not made under color of office." 
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